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Welcome,
I sincerely welcome you to the annual ECTA European Cutting

Tool Conference 2018 in the wonderful city of Stresa
at Lago Maggiore!

This year’s conference is organized by UCIMU, our member
association in Italy.

ECTA, the European Cutting Tools Association, brings together 
stakeholders of the European Cutting Tools industry.

With more than 40 years of diligent, effective and valuable work,
ECTA has become one of the major forums in which manufacturers

of cutting tools and clamping devices can consult with each
other and share concerns and ideas.

And the challenges are numerous accordingly we carefully chose
our speakers: from the smallest bits and bytes that must work 

together to make Industry 4.0 our success story you will be taken
up in the air with the Italian Air Force to be shown the beauty of

an effective high-performance team.
Even if eMobility is not a big issue in air traffic right now, it surely

is at ground transportation.
It will induce substantial changes for our businesses.

Therefore, we will look in detail into the impacts on the power train.
But to be prepared we cannot solely concentrate on the here and 

now, even a few years in the future might be a too limited scope
for some decisions: that is why we will experience some insights

in the future of 2025.
I am curious about what we will learn and discuss!

ECTA Conference is a perfect networking forum where we can 
interact and discuss about our common challenges.

We believe beautiful Lago Maggiore provides the perfect
environment to prepare a bright future.

It’s our great honor to have you among us, welcome to Stresa!

  Marc Schuler
 President of ECTA

http://www.ecta-tools.org
http://www.ucimu.it/home/


Location: Stresa - Lake Maggiore - Italy
Hotel: Villa Aminta (www.villa-aminta.it; www.villa-aminta.it/gallery.htm)
From Thursday 3rd to Saturday 5th May. Very easy to reach also by plane, very close to the Milan Malpensa International Airport

Conference Programme
Thursday 3rd May 17.00-18.30  ECTA Presidents’ meeting (special invitation)

19.30  Welcome reception and buffet dinner
Friday 4th May 9.00-10.00 “Business situation in and outlook for the European Cutting Tools Industry“

Marc Schuler, ECTA President
Peter Meier, Owner of USP Consulting

10.00-10.45 “The European Economy: A New Manufacturing Perspective”
Marco Fortis, Managing Director and Vice President of Edison Foundation 

10.45-11.15 Coffee break  11.15-12.00 “From Industry 4.0 to Enterprise 4.0: Technology, Business Models and new Skills”
Marco Taisch, Politecnico di Milano, School of Management, 
Manufacturing Group

12.30-13.30 Lunch 14.00-14.15 “UNITED GRINDING Digital Solutions”. Sponsor speech
Francesco Vassalli, CEO, Walter Ewag Italia

14.15-14.30 “The Next Level” - 3M Grinding Innovation for Cutting Tools. Sponsor speech 
Helmut Gaisberger, Global Sales Excellence Leader, Precision Grinding & Finishing  
Business, 3M

14.30-15.15 “Frecce Tricolori - The beauty of an effective high performance team”
Gianluigi Zanovello, Former Squadron Commander in the Italian Air Force  
Acrobatic Team “Frecce Tricolori” 

15.15-15.45 Coffee break  15.45-16.30 “Electrification of the powertrain - Impact on machine industry and plant  
engineering”
Thomas Lüdiger, Project Manager, FEV Consulting

16.30-17.15 “Horn 2025 - Insights into the future”
Lothar Horn, CEO, Paul Horn 

17.15 Conclusion of Conference by the ECTA President
19.30 Gala Dinner at Villa Aminta

Social Programme
Friday 4th May Visit to Isola Bella one of the beautiful Borromean Islands - www.isoleborromee.it

Gala dinner
Saturday 5th May (delegates + companions)

Visit to Isola Madre
Lunch at Isola dei Pescatori before saying “arrivederci“!

Participation fees 
€ 600 Delegate / € 200 Companion
Hotel room rates*: Double single use € 255 + VAT 10% (per room/per night), Double € 275 + VAT 10% (per room/per night)
* Buffet breakfast, wi-fi, entry to the “Grotta” and Spa included, City tax excluded (€ 3,50 per person/per night)
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Marco Fortis

Managing Director and 
Vice President of Edison 
Foundation
The European 
Economy:
A New Manufacturing 
Perspective

Gianluigi Zanovello

Former Squadron 
Commander in the 
Italian Air Force
Acrobatic Team “Frecce 
Tricolori”
Frecce Tricolori - The 
beauty of an effective 
high performance team

SPEAKERS

Marco Taisch

Politecnico di Milano, 
School of Management, 
Manufacturing Group
From Industry 4.0 to 
Enterprise 4.0:
Technology, Business 
Models and new skills

Peter Meier

Owner of USP Consulting
Business situation in 
and outlook for the 
European Cutting Tools 
Industry

Thomas Lüdiger

Project Manager, FEV 
Consulting GmbH
Electrification of the 
powertrain - Impact on 
machine industry and 
plant engineering

Lothar Horn

CEO, Paul Horn GmbH
Horn 2025 - Insights 
into the future
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SOCIAL PROGRAMME
4-5 May 2018

ISOLA PESCATORI. The typical village of Isola Pescatori is still 
home to roughly 50 inhabitants. Its origins go back to the sixth 
century, and today its ancient alleys can still be seen, with shops 
and numerous restaurants offering mainly fish from the Lake. 
The small church dedicated to St. Victor is also well
worth a visit.

 ISOLA BELLA. It took four hundred years and the work of a 
 hundred men (qualified architects, engineers, stucco workers,
 painters and cabinet-makers) to transform Isola Bella from a
 barren rock in the middle of the lake to a place of delight. Until
 1630, Isola Bella was but a cliff inhabited by fishmongers, with
 a couple of churches and vegetable gardens sprinkled here
 and there. The Borromeo family, owner of Isola Madre since
 1501, took an interest in the Isola Bella since the first twenty
 years of the century. The interest resulted into Giulio Cesare III 
and Carlo III starting the ambitious project for the palazzo we can see today. The project was then pursued, expanded and 
revised by Vitaliano VI, who is considered the official settler of Isola Bella. The work were restless even after him, and
continued for all the Eighteenth and Nineteenth centuries until 1948, when Vitaliano IX Borromeo built the Salone Nuovo,
the northern façade and the great docks.

ISOLA MADRE. Isola Madre is the biggest of the Verbano
islands. It raises from the water with an enticing silhouette 
traced in the luxurious vegetation that covers the greatest part 
of it, as long as the squared palazzo in the southern part, which 
is also the highest. Isola Madre overlooks the Pallanza shores 
and, compared to Isola Bella and Isola dei Pescatori,
looks secluded from the view. It was also the first to be
inhabited. The first projects concerning the transformation of
the island into a place of delights and a private residence
started with Earl Lancillotto Borromeo, who chose to settle
there for the mild weather. Today the island is a little green
Eden renowned all over the world for the refined botanical
collections. “Isola Madre is the most voluptuous place I have ever seen in the world.” (G. Flaubert, 1845)
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